
In the year of many 1st, CAMP Philly’s 1st Annual Gala was nothing short of 
exciting!  We had an amazing line-up of speakers and presenters.  The attendee numbers 
were blown out of the water and we were sold out!  All of you walked away with great 
prizes and gifts and the food was awesome!  For those of you that didn’t get tickets this 
year – don’t wait so long next year!  For those that did attend, we hear you and there’s 
more coming soon!   

CAMP Philadelphia has now set the bar high for all other CAMP Chapters to 
follow and we’re proud of it!  We are also excited about the ONE compliment that 
EVERYone gave – “What a beautifully diverse mix of attendees!”  We strive for diversity at 
every level – thought, background, country, field of study, area of concentration, ect.  It is 
our personal mission to continue building ONE place where ALL Muslim Professionals feel 
comfortable and can offer each other the opportunity for growth, leadership, and 
excellence.  We are going to continue on that road and we hope that you’ll join us!  Enjoy 
this newsletter as it recaps the “who” and “what” of our 1st Annual Gala & Professionals 
Networking Event!   
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The event was opened with a dua and Quranic 
recitation by none other than Philadelphia’s own 
Imam Anwar, of The International Muslim 
Brotherhood.  At 11 years of age Sheikh Anwar 
and his family migrated to the Holy City of 
Medina, Saudi Arabia in order to study The Holy 
Qur’an, the Arabic Language and Islam. By the 
age of 15, masha-Allah, he had memorized the 
entire Qur’an under the tutelage of Sheikh 
Muhammad Khalil Al-Rahman, owner of the 
Khalil Al-Rahman Qur’an Schools. Though 
documented to be the first African American 
Hafith and lauded as a gifted Qaari at such an 
early age, that achievement only served to herald 
his later accomplishments in the academic 
arena. In his organizational role as Imam Mufti 
and CEO of The International Muslim 
Brotherhood, Inc. and subsidiaries, he opened 
the Quba Institute of Arabic and Islamic Studies, 
a full-time day school from Pre-K-12th grade in 
1992, the Quba Institute for Advanced Studies an 
Adult Weekend School in 1989 and the Sheikh 
Nafea Muhaimin Qur’an School, offering a 
traditional Qur’anic memorization program in 
2003. Most noteworthy of his accomplishments 
were the establishment of the Salatul-Tarawih 
during the Holy Month of Ramadan, which 
passed 25 years of uninterrupted practice in 
2005 and the school’s development of an 
American educated Hafith.
 http://www.imbrotherhood.org/  

Following Imam Anwar, was Imam Bashar  from 
Maryland who spoke on intentions. He attended 
Damascus University and graduated with a 
degree in Islamic Studies and Arabic Language 
in 1987 and a degree in Islamic Law in 1988. In 
1999, he was awarded a Ph.D. in Philosophy and 
Theology from Trinity College and University. He 
served as Imam of the Islamic Society of 
Baltimore, Maryland Inc. from 1989 to 1993, 
founded An-Nur Institute for Islamic Studies and 
Arabic Language in Baltimore in 1993, co-
founded An-Nur Mosque in Carney, Maryland 
and was the Imam from 1995 to 1997. Dr. Arafat 
is founder and president of Civilizations 
Exchange and Cooperation Foundation, which is 
dedicated to bringing people together in an 
environment where dialog and exchange can 
effectively support the creation of a better world 
that encourages peace, love, and understanding. 
Currently CECF provides religious and cultural 
training, consultation, and orientation services for 
the international exchange students and staff of 
the State Department sponsored Youth 
Exchange Study Program, "YES Program"in the 
USA. In January 2005, Dr. Arafat began 
conducting programs on inter-religious dialog, 
integration, and "Islam in America" through the 
International Speakers Program of the State 
Department.


Omar Blaik  was our 1st keynote speaker. Mr. 
Blaik is a nationally recognized speaker who 
regularly address the Urban Land Institute, 
American Association of Higher Education, 
National Association of College and University 
Business Officers. He is the President and 
CEO of U3 Ventures, a real estate and 
community development organization focused 
on investments around urban universities. Mr. 
Blaik recently left his position as a Senior Vice 
President at the University of Pennsylvania. 
Omar joined the University in January 1997, 
and served as the Chief Planning and Real 
Estate Officer, with responsibility for Planning, 
Design and Construction, Facilities Operations 
and Maintenance, Utilities, and Real Estate 
Development. His responsibility spanned the 
management of 14 million square feet of 
space, $400 million of operating and capital 
budget and 1,000 employees. During his 
tenure at Penn, Mr. Blaik has led the effort to 
enhance the quality of life on campus and in 
the neighborhood by creating a vibrant and 
engaging environment in which students, 
faculty, and staff can learn, live, work, and 
play. Under his management, Penn embarked 
on more than $2.0 billion of construction and 
real estate development transforming both 
campus and the surrounding community.
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“This was the first Islamic event 
that captured my attention and 

kept it from start to finish.”  

- Gala Attendee 

John Abitabilo was up next to shake up the 
evening and share great networking tactics.  
John is a Trainer and Business Consultant 
with Dale Carnegie/Valley Institute in Valley 
Forge. He is certified in several programs, 
including The Dale Carnegie Course ©, High 
Impact Presentations and the People Side of 
Process Improvement. John is also 
responsible for training new Dale Carnegie 
trainers and ensuring quality in the delivery of 
programs. He has been the guest speaker at a 
variety of events in the Philadelphia area. John 
is a former member of the Board of Directors 
of the Coatesville Police Athletic League and 
former member of the Board of the United Way 
of Chester County. He is also a member of the 
Chester County Amateur Radio Emergency 
Services organization and a life member of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Downingtown post. 
Before Carnegie, John held management 
positions in Johnson Controls, Prudential 
Insurance, and Allstate Insurance. He was 
recognized for customer service innovations 
and won the Chairman’s Quality Award at 
Allstate Insurance in 1996. John is a Marine 
Corps Desert Storm veteran, receiving the 
Navy Commendation Medal and Combat 
Action Ribbon for his actions in Northern Saudi 
Arabia. 


After a delicious dinner, Preacher Moss  took 
center stage and had the audience holding their 
sides laughing so hard!  He is clearly the new 
prototype for the comedian of these times, and 
the times to come. As a writer for Damon 
Wayans, and Saturday Night Live, his comedy 
stylings are distinguished for being sculptured 
out of the everyday relevance of life, and the rare 
glimpses of truth we value as reality. He is 
intellectual, yet humble. He is charismatic, and 
dynamic, but yet he does not have to demand 
great attention, or time because his audiences 
come to cooperatively listen, laugh, and in 
"special" moments reflect. Truly this is a rare 
combination. He is, far and away, more than a 
comedian, but prides himself on being just a 
man. His words carry life, and they carry 
LAUGHTER. Preach has served as a comedy 
writer for such comedians as Darrell Hammond 
of Saturday Night Live and George Lopez of The 
George Lopez Show, having toured with Lopez 
for several years during his rise to standup 
stardom. For the past few years, Preach has 
been touring the national college and high school 
lecture circuit performing his own unique brand of 
humor in a lecture and comedy presentation 
known as "End of Racism," which tackles such 
timely and sensitive issues as racism, 
multiculturalism in post 9/11 America, and critical 
race theory. Hands down, he is the funniest "poor 
righteous teacher" in the business today. 
Preacher Moss' background has been rooted in 
years of service to the community.
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The Muslim Artists’ Gallery was a huge 
success!  The featured artists included 
Farah & Neelam Mirza, Noreen Chand, 
and Husam Fayez.  All were delighted at 
the opportunity to showcase their work, 
and also welcomed the positive 
feedback their artwork received.  
 
CAMP-Philadelphia is always on the 
look-out for fresh talent to feature. If you 
would like to display your talent, or know 
someone looking for a venue to display 
their work, then contact us at 
http://campnet.net/philadelphia. 

Farah Mirza is a physician by profession practicing in Lehigh Valley. Art is just 
something she does in ALL that spare time she 
has. Farah is a Pakistani American, born in Philadelphia and raised in New 
Jersey. She inherited her amazing talent and inspiration from her Mother, 
Neelam Mirza. Neelam Mirza is a Pakistani born American Muslim, currently 
residing in Pennsauken, NJ. Neelam has been happily married for 34 years and 
in addition to Farah has two sons – Omer and Shawn Mirza. Omer and 
Shawn have also inherited the artistic talent from Neelam and we’ll work on 
them for future Art previews.


Noreen Chand is one of your basic, run-of-the-mill, ex-punk 
snowboarding desi engineer artist Muslimah. Her views on life are pretty simple. 
Life is meant to be lived. She stays true to Allah (God), to my family, to my 
friends and of course herself. She believes there is a reason why all of us were 
born, whether or not you believe it's due to divine 
guidance or due to chance, there is a purpose. She was the typical rebel without 
a clue during high school, finding her own path, own cause, own beliefs.  
Today she still believes she can change the world and with your help 
we will. 


Husam Fayez - Tolerance leads to Friendship. Friendship leads to love. Love 
leads to peace. Although, Husam has been drawing since childhood, he did not 
receive any formal training in watercolor painting until the 
summer of 1997. Watercolor is an elusive and hard to control medium. Being an 
engineer, on the other hand, requires precision and accuracy. What brings them 
together is creativity, and that is what attracted him. He views art as not only 
creative expression, but also a way to break all social barriers and differences. 
With art, humankind can hopefully achieve peace. 


Over dessert and coffee we had the pleasure 
of listening to Anthony Mohamed  and his 
latest protégé, while they mystified us with 
their drumming skills. Anthony’s mantra - 
“Could not” means that you have exhausted 
every possible resource, “Did not” means just 
that.  Anthony Mohamed, the youngest of one 
of the oldest percussion crews in Philadelphia- 
House of Congas, grew up in Brooklyn New 
York to the sounds of music. Playing for about 
41 years, Anthony is a true believer in the 
fact that music brings people from all different 
walks of life together. Also a spoken word 
artist, Anthony delivers political messages and 
thoughts that lead people to think outside of 
the box. He is a teacher and a mentor who 
works with the special needs community, at 
risk individuals, as well as a variety of other 
community organizations.  His ultimate goal in 
life is to use the talents and gifts that he has 
been blessed with to make the world a better 
place.
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Attendees joined us from Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New York, Connecticut, 
Illinois, Maryland, and Delaware.  This is what they had to say about the event… 

 
“Extremely inspiring event!” 
 
“I have not attended a single CAMP event of this caliber.” 
 
“Very well organized. Great emcees and speakers.” 
 
“Wonderful job! Keep up the good work.” 
 
“A very classy, professional, and enjoyable event!” 
 
“Excellent organization, great work, energized group!” 
 
“I truly enjoyed the evening and was very impressed with the group's enthusiasm 
and plans for the future.  If there is hope that justice will one day prevail in the 
world, it is certainly hinged on a more enlightened American foreign policy.  The 
role of Muslims and Arabs in this regard is paramount.  I see CAMP's success to 
be an integral part in cementing the progress of the Muslim community in 
America and in acting as a bridge between the US and the rest of the world.” – 
Omar Blaik 
 
“What an experience.  I do not have words to explain for marvelous job you guys 
have done. CAMP-Philly rocks. Thumbs up!”  
 
“We had a blast!” – CAMP Chicago 

“My wife and I thoroughly enjoyed ourselves. She’s still laughing from Preacher 
Moss. Moreover, I wanted to commend and congratulate you and the organizers 
for just a superb job.  The venue, the food, the speakers and entertainment were 
just exemplary.” – Ronald J. Pressley 

A very special THANK YOU to our sponsors and 
supporters.  Thank you for believing in us!  Your help has 
made this a successful event and we look forward to 
having you as part of our network! 

�� LinkPowerup 
�� Faisal Mairaj with RE/MAX 
�� Alotel 
�� Abu Mu’aaz Hajj & Umrah Tours 
�� Contemporary Graphics 
�� Jeff Naqvi 
�� Islamic Relief 
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Visit 
www.campnet.net/philadelphia  

for more pictures 
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